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practical harm to religion, and a certain amount of
moral harm to science. For this result both parties
are to blame, religious people for the attempts which
they once made to restrain science from perfectly
legitimate inquiry, and scientific people for ill-
informed attacks upon a subject which they had
made no effort to understand.

It is curious that both sides fell into precisely those
errors which they might have been expected to
avoid: the champions of religion showed a most
irreligious lack of charity, and the champions of
science adopted a very unscientific attitude: for it is,
or should be, a first principle of religion to welcome
any honest search for truth, and it is a cardinal
principle of science not to despise or neglect any facts,
however inconvenient. The religious instinct and
its manifestations are undeniable facts, and as such
demand reverent study: on the other hand all new
truths must help Christians to increase their know-
ledge of Him who is the Truth.

In its early stages the controversy was deplorably
mishandled, and the first blame must rest on those
who rushed into the fray to maintain the scientific
accuracy of Genesis, which has never been an
article of faith, and to denounce, as unchristian,
theories of evolution which had in fact been sug-
gested by great Christian writers as early as
St. Augustine. This attitude provoked inevitable
reprisals, and scientists were found to declare that
Matter and Mechanism were the only realities and